
1350 Sept. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

If you want to help, if you’re listening to 
this broadcast, contribute cash to the Salva-
tion Army and the Red Cross. There will be 
other opportunities to give, and we hope you 
do give. But right now, we need cash to the 
Salvation Army and the Red Cross. They’re 
on the frontlines providing help to the people 
who need help. 

May God bless the people of this part of 
the world, and may God continue to bless 
our country. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:01 p.m. at Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana; Mayor C. Ray 
Nagin of New Orleans, LA; and Maj. Gen. Ben-
nett C. Landreneau, Adjutant General for Lou-
isiana. This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

Memorandum on Finding of a Severe 
Energy Supply Interruption 
September 2, 2005 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Energy, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security 

Subject: Finding of a Severe Energy Supply 
Interruption 

Recent events in connection with Hurri-
cane Katrina have resulted in a ‘‘severe en-
ergy supply interruption’’ as defined in sec-
tion 161(d) of the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act (EPCA), 42 U.S.C. 6241(d). 
Based on the advice of the Secretary of En-
ergy and on other information, I find and 
determine, in accordance with EPCA section 
161(d), that a severe energy supply interrup-
tion exists because: 

(a) an emergency situation exists and 
there is a significant reduction in sup-
ply which is of significant scope and 
duration; 

(b) a severe increase in the price of petro-
leum products has resulted from such 
emergency situation; and 

(c) such price increase is likely to or may 
cause a major adverse impact on the 
national economy. 

For these reasons, the Secretary of Energy 
is authorized and directed to draw down and 
sell Strategic Petroleum Reserve petroleum 

pursuant to EPCA section 161 at a rate the 
Secretary may determine and in accordance 
with the Strategic Petroleum Reserve stand-
ard sales procedures now in effect. The draw-
down and sale authorized and directed by 
this finding will allow the United States to 
meet its obligations under the international 
energy program. If the Secretary determines 
the circumstances leading to this finding no 
longer support initiation or continuation of 
a drawdown and sale of petroleum from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the Secretary 
is authorized to cancel in whole or in part 
any offer to sell petroleum as a part of any 
drawdown and sale pursuant to this finding. 

The Secretary of Homeland Security al-
ready has waived the coastwise laws generally 
for the transportation of petroleum released 
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, 
whether pursuant to an exchange, sale, or 
otherwise, undertaken in response to the cir-
cumstances arising from Hurricane Katrina, 
and I direct the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity to continue such waiver for the trans-
portation of all petroleum withdrawn from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve during the 
drawdown pursuant to this finding. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 3, 2005 

Good morning. Yesterday I saw the after-
math of one of the largest natural disasters 
ever to strike America. A vast coastline of 
towns and communities are flattened; one of 
our great cities is submerged. The human 
costs are incalculable. 

Biloxi, I met Bronwynne Bassier and her 
sister, Kim. Bronwynne told me that the only 
earthly possessions she has left were the 
clothes on her back. I also met relief and 
rescue workers who are performing hero-
ically in difficult circumstances. They’ve been 
working around the clock, risking their own 
lives to save the lives of others. Yet, despite 
their best efforts, the magnitude of respond-
ing to a crisis over a disaster area that is larger 
than the size of Great Britain has created 
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tremendous problems that have strained 
State and local capabilities. The result is that 
many of our citizens simply are not getting 
the help they need, especially in New Orle-
ans. And that is unacceptable. 

During my visit I discussed these problems 
at length with Governor Riley of Alabama, 
Governor Barbour of Mississippi, Governor 
Blanco of Louisiana, and Mayor Nagin of 
New Orleans. Each State will have its own 
set of challenges and issues to solve. Yet all 
of us agree that more can be done to improve 
our ability to restore order and deliver relief 
in a timely and effective manner. 

This morning I received a briefing on the 
latest developments on the ground. Right 
now there are more than 21,000 National 
Guard troops operating in Louisiana and 
Mississippi, and more are on the way. More 
than 13,000 of these troops are in Louisiana. 
The main priority is to restore and maintain 
law and order and assist in recovery and evac-
uation efforts. In addition to these National 
Guard forces, the Department of Defense 
has deployed more than 4,000 active duty 
forces to assist in search and recovery and 
provide logistical and medical support. 

Hour by hour, the situation on the ground 
is improving. Yet the enormity of the task 
requires more resources and more troops. 
Today I ordered the Department of Defense 
to deploy additional active duty forces to the 
region. Over the next 24 to 72 hours, more 
than 7,000 additional troops from the 82d 
Airborne, from the 1st Cavalry, the 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, and the 2d Marine 
Expeditionary Force will arrive in the af-
fected areas. These forces will be on the 
ground and operating under the direct com-
mand of General Russ Honore. 

Our priorities are clear: We will complete 
the evacuation as quickly and safely as pos-
sible. We will not let criminals prey on the 
vulnerable, and we will not allow bureauc-
racy to get in the way of saving lives. 

Yesterday I also signed a $10.5 billion 
emergency aid package to fund our ongoing 
relief efforts. This is a downpayment on what 
will be a sustained Federal commitment to 
our fellow citizens along the Gulf Coast. I 
want to thank the Congress for their quick, 
bipartisan action, and I look forward to work-
ing with them in the days and weeks ahead. 

I know that those of you who have been 
hit hard by Katrina are suffering. Many are 
angry and desperate for help. The tasks be-
fore us are enormous, but so is the heart of 
America. In America, we do not abandon our 
fellow citizens in their hour of need. And the 
Federal Government will do its part. Where 
our response is not working, we’ll make it 
right. Where our response is working, we will 
duplicate it. We have a responsibility to our 
brothers and sisters all along the Gulf Coast, 
and we will not rest until we get this right 
and the job is done. 

This week we’ve all been humbled by the 
awesome powers of Mother Nature. And 
when you stand on the porch steps where 
a home once stood, or look at row upon row 
of buildings that are completely under water, 
it’s hard to imagine a bright future. But when 
you talk to the proud folks in the area, you 
see a spirit that cannot be broken. 

The emergency along the Gulf Coast is on-
going. There’s still a lot of difficult work 
ahead. All Americans can be certain our Na-
tion has the character, the resources, and the 
resolve to overcome this disaster. We will 
comfort and care for the victims. We will re-
store the towns and neighborhoods that have 
been lost in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ala-
bama. We will rebuild the great city of New 
Orleans. And we will once again show the 
world that the worst adversities bring out the 
best in America. 

May God bless you, and may God continue 
to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his address, 
he referred to Gov. Bob Riley of Alabama; Gov. 
Haley Barbour of Mississippi; Gov. Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana; Mayor C. Ray 
Nagin of New Orleans, LA; and Lt. Gen. Russel 
L. Honore, USA, commanding general, First 
United States Army. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks on the Death of Chief 
Justice William H. Rehnquist 
September 4, 2005 

Our Nation is saddened today by the news 
that Chief Justice William Rehnquist passed 
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